WILLIAM VAUGHN MOODY
To Daniel Gregory Mason
CHICAGO, Jan. 16, 1901. DEAR DAN:
Many thanks for the post-card containing extract from Robinson's letter. Such words from him cannot but give me immense satisfaction, both because he is a man who weighs his words and because they apply in this case to a kind of writing with which he has n't much patience in general (I mean the ''history of the world" kind of thing) so that I don't feel compelled in honesty to discount for personal bias. Well, he can afford to be generous*
It has been the very devil to get down to work again, after my long and keenly relished holiday. Chicago seemed uglier and grimmer than I had believed possible. There was nothing to do but shut my eyes, put my sensibilities in the lower bureau drawer, and sail in. Gradually the beneficent numbness of drudgery is stealing over me, and that unilluminated dogged patience which constitutes my substitute for moral courage is beginning to            what in other seasons I am
wont to refer to exuberantly as my soul. It is at such times as this that I envy you most keenly
135n his first published prose play, "The Great Divide." He made a trip to Greece in 1902. The rest of this period he divided between Boston, New York, and Chicago. The chief literary event was the publication of his second poetic drama/ "The Fire-Bringer," in March, 1904.
